THE DISBELIEF OF THE RAFIDAH IN THE SIX PILLARS OF IMAN 


Introduction: 


The better, more accurate term is ‘R&fidah’ than ‘Shi’a’. The reason for this is that ‘Shi’a’ 
originally was a word used for those who prefer Ali (4 40) 25) over Abii Bakr, ‘Umar and 
‘Uthman (e¢ic ail 2), 


Throughout history, there’s been different groups within the Shi’a. So, there’s the Rafidah 
who are being discussed now, the Zaydiyyah, the Druziyah, Isma’tliyyah and others. When we 
say Shi’a, we’re only talking about the Rafidah, because the Druze don’t call themselves 
Shi’a, the Isma’iliyyah calls themselves by their own name, and the Zaydiyyah essentially 
don’t exist anymore. We say Rafidah because the name Shi’a doesn’t give the full magnitude 
of all their problems and disbelief. As Ahlus-Sunnah wa’! Jama’ah, we say Abii Bakr (4) =) 
4ic) was the best companion, and this has a consensus from the Sahabah. The second best was 
‘Umar, then ‘Uthman, and then Ali (a¢ie 4! .»=)), these are things none of us should doubt. 
However, merely saying that Ali (ie 40) 4») is better than the other three is wrong and goes 
against the text of the Qur’an and Sunnah. 


The terminology Rafidah comes from one of the Imams of the past, Zayd bin Ali. He was 
asked about Abt Bakr and Umar in front of a group who consider themselves Sht’a. So he 
said, may Allah have mercy upon them and made du’a for them. They didn’t like this reply so 
those of them who rejected it were called Rafidah, the ones who reject; derived from the 
consonantal root word ‘Rafd’. The ones who accepted his statement were called the 
Zaydiyyah, because they were attributed to Zayd bin Alt. 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (4! 465), amongst those who mentioned this said: “It was 
said to Imam Ahmad: “Who is the Rafidah?” He said: “Those who insult Abi Bakr and 
‘Umar, and by this they were named the R&afidah, for they rejected Zayd bin Alt when he gave 
allegiance to the two Khalifah’s, Abt: Bakr and ‘Umar, (so they rejected him) because of their 
hatred for them. And the one who hates them (i.e., Abii Bakr and ,Umar) is a Rafidht.”” And 
they were named as the Rafidhi because of their rejection of Abi Bakr and ‘Umar.” [Majmw’ 
al-Fatawa, (4/435)]. 


1) Belief in Allah: 


Ahlus-Sunnah has specific beliefs about Allah, His Attributes and His rights. We believe that 
only Allah can do certain things in which no-one else can, and in terms of Tawhid, all this falls 
under the aspect of Tawhid ar-Rububiyyah — Allah’s Lordship over creation. This means that 
Allah is the Only One Who can create, the Only One Who can provide Rizq, He is the Only 
One Who can take and give lives, Only He controls the punishment in the Akhirah, and 
controls everything that happens in the universe from the smallest atom up to the largest 
galaxies. No-one shares this with Allah, and one has left Islam if anyone attributes this to any 
of the creation. 


The Rawafidh provide a clear example when it comes to Shirk and believing in calling upon 
others for aid, for example, they claim that calling the companion Alt (ie 40 2) instead of 
Allah aids against the oppressive rulers [Bihar Al-Anwar, (Rafidhi reference)]. 


Also in this aspect, the Shi’a attribute to Ali (ae 4 + 5) and take him as their god. One of the 
things they attribute to him is that he said, “I am the Lord of the Earth and I am the one who 
the Earth stays calm due to”. Attributing this to Ali (4 <i! _.. ») by their standards is 
acceptable and a part of their Din. The Rafidah say they have 12 Imams, after the Prophet 
(alas aule al 14) they have Alt (4ie atl =) going down to their 12. They attribute to one of 
their Imams that he said, “I am the Lord of the Earth’, and they say he is the one who is meant 
when Allah said: 
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“And the earth will shine with the light of its Lord.” [39:69] 


They easily change the meaning of the texts of the Qur’an. We know Shirk is to attribute a 
partner to Allah. Allah said: 
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“..and not associate in the worship of his Lord anyone.” [18:110] 


They explain Shirk as meaning that no one should be made a partner in the authority that Ali 
(Aic ail 2») deserves. A text that is sent down by Allah from above the seven heavens to 
command and negate any sort of worship with Allah, they attribute that this means that no one 
should be given authority with Alf (ie 40) +=) when this Ayah is talking about ‘Ibadah of 
Allah. All of the above statements from them have been from some of their books called “al- 
Burhan’, “Tafsir as-Safi’”’, and ““Miratul Anwar’. 


The second thing they say is that the Imams control the dunya and Akhirah. A quote from one 
of their books called, “Al-Kafi” and to the Shi’a, this book is equivalent to Sahth al-Bukhari 
even though it isn’t at all, to them it’s the most authentic book of their narrations. 


In this book, a chapter says that “the Earth, all of it belongs to the Imam’, and in that, they 
attribute this to one of the Imams whose name is Abi Abdullah, also known as Jafar as-Sadiq. 
Jafar as-Sadig (41| 4«5) was a Muslim from Ahlus-Sunnah wa’! Jama’ah and was from the 
lineage of the Prophet (als ale 40) bs), He was one of the Imams from Ahlus Sunnah when it 
came to Fiqh, however his school of thought became distorted with Shi’1 beliefs in which they 
lie and attribute things to him. 


They say that he said to one of his companions, “Don’t you know that the dunya and Akhirah 
belong to the Imam, he places it with whomever he wishes and gives it to whomever he 
wishes, and that is something that Allah gave him the right to do.” 


So, if we were to say this about the Prophet (als «ule 40! 1.4), this person wouldn’t be Muslim, 
no-one would doubt that even though he was the best of creation. However, they are saying 
that not only does their Imam control these things but also every bit of the Akhirah and does 
what he wills. We don’t even need to have that refuted or have a response to that because it’s 
pure disbelief. So again, this is another aspect where they have Shirk with Allah. 


In another narration from a book called “Bihar al-Anwar” and another one called “‘al-Burhan”’, 
they attribute to Abi Abdullah again that he said to his companion during a thunderstorm, 
“Don’t you know that whenever thunder takes place or whenever lightning takes place, then 
this is by the command of your companion”. So, his companion asked who is this companion 
and he replied with “Amir al-Mu’minin [meaning ‘Ali (Ge 4) 2 ))]”. 


Furthermore, in a book called “Al-Iqtisas”, they attribute that one of their Imams said that 
“Anytime there is a cloud in which there is thunder and lightning, then your companion [‘AIq] 
is riding on the cloud, he rides the clouds, and he controls all the things that take place in the 
seven heavens and seven earths.” 


In the book “AI-Milal wa al-Nihal”, written by Al-Shahrastani, who isn’t Shi’1 but wrote a 
book about the different innovated groups in Islam. He mentions that one of the things that the 
Shi’a would say is that “He [‘Ali] is the one who brings the clouds, the thunder is his voice, 
and the lightening is his smile.” 


They also have another narration in “Al-Kafi” and “Bihar al-Anwar’, which attributes to Jafar 
as-Sadiq that says, “Indeed, the Amir al-Mu’minin [‘Alt] had nephews from Bant Makhzoum 
and one of the people from them came to him and said “Uncle, one of my brothers passed 
away and I’m grieving for him”, so he said [attributing to ‘Alt], “Do you want to see him?” 
and he said yes, so he said show me his grave, and apparently in this narration, they say ‘Ali 
had a cloak from the Prophet (ales 4sle 4! _ls), and he began to move his lips and move his 
feet, and out of the grave came this person and he was speaking Persian. So, in this fabricated 
lie, they say ‘Ali (ic 4! 5) said “Didn’t you die while you were amongst the Arab (he was 
Arab)”. He said “Of course, but I died between the years of so and so and so and so [meaning 
Abii Bakr and ‘Umar (e¢ie 4) ..~2 5), they purposely put this in and didn’t even refer to their 
names because they have so much hatred for them], so our tongues turned to something 
different meaning we couldn’t speak Arabic anymore”. 


So first, they’re attributing to ‘Ali (4ic 40) 4») that he can bring back the dead. The only 
person we know that that happened with was ‘Isa (I! le), but he was a Prophet so 
comparing a Prophet to someone who’s not a Prophet, there’s already no comparison. On top 
of that, it was used as a means of da’wah and as a means of proving his Prophethood to the 
people and his Messenger-ship. With the Shi’a, they use these made-up things to try to show 
how great ‘AIT is and how great the Imams are, so they deserve to be worshipped. 


We also see that they attribute to “Ali that he controls the clouds and also the rain, the 
lightening and the thunder. They attribute to their Imams in general, which would include ‘AI, 
that they control the dunya and Akhirah and can give it to whomever they will. These were 
things that not even the Quraysh during the time of the Prophet (ales 4ule «tl a) believed 
about their own partners in Shirk of Allah. We know that some of them would always attribute 
to Allah the creation, rizq and control of the earth and others would make du’a to their idols 
during times of ease and during times of hardship, they would ask Allah when they really 
needed it. 


So, to have a group now that attributes themselves to Islam and going further than Quraysh did 
with ‘Ali (4c <i! 25) and his companions, it clearly tells you that this belief of the Shi’as are 
another religion altogether. No Muslim can believe even one of these things and still consider 
themselves to be saved in the Akhirah as each one of these things is Major Shirk which even 
Quraysh didn’t do. 


What has been discussed so far, we must understand that this is the widespread beliefs 
amongst the Shi’a today no matter what country they’ re from; this is what’s being spread. 

All of the above examples were referring to Tawhid Ar-Rubtbiyyah and how they negate that. 
Now we move onto Tawhid al-Ulihiyyah, the worship of Allah and that only Allah has the 
right to be worshipped with any aspect of the Din that’s considered as worship. 

Specifically with regards to the Qur’an, Allah says: 


“And it was already revealed to you and to those before you that if you should associate 
[anything] with Allah, your work would surely become worthless, and you would surely be 
among the losers.” [39:65] 


This was revealed to the Prophet (als «ule 40) 1.4) that if he fell into Shirk with worshipping 
Allah, that all of his actions would be void. In their books “Al-Kafi” and “Tafsir al-Qum?’ 
(their main tafsir book), the Rafidah interpret this Ayah as Allah telling the Prophet (1) ue 
alu 4c) that if he commands that anyone can take authority along with ‘AIT (44 40) 45) then 
their actions would be made void. 


Just like we say the consequences that would happen if one of us worships other than Allah, 
they give the same magnitude of that action to saying that ‘Alf (ic 40! =») wasn’t the first 
Khaltfah. This shows that they’ve minimised worshipping Allah and blown out of proportion 
the issue of Khilafah, the issue of ‘Ali (ic 40) 4 5) and the dispute from the earlier 
generations about who was most deserving of the Khilafah. 


The Rafidah also have made a general rule that any text in the Qur’an that speaks about Shirk 
or Kufr, it’s relating to the acceptance or rejection of the authority of ‘Ali (ie 4) .~2)), Just 
like we say if someone worships other than Allah, they leave Islam, they say if someone 
doesn’t accept the authority of All, he leaves Islam and their abode is the Fire, this is found in 
their book called “Bihar al-Anwar”. 


Everything mentioned so far relates to the Tawhid of Allah, the next pillar they negate which 
will be discussed is belief in the Angels. 


2) Belief in the Angels: 


As Muslims, we believe that Angels exists, there’s some that we know the names of like Jibril 
and Mika'll, Malak al-Mawt, Malik and others, some are agreed upon with authenticity and 
others are disputed. We also know that many of them have, if not all have specific duties, 
whether it’s to bring the revelation to the Prophets, bring the punishment in the grave, to be 
the guardians of Jannah or Jahannam, also some are created merely for the worship of Allah 
and there’s others we don’t know what they do or their number or their description, only what 
the Prophet (abs s 4ule 4) 1.4) told us. We also know at the time of the Prophet (4s! 4) ~lo 
als), they would come and take part in battles. We know that they can’t disobey Allah, and 
they obey everything He says. 


Regarding this pillar of Iman, the Rafidah say in one of their narrations, “Allah created from 
the light of ‘Ali ibn Abt Talib, 70,000 Angels, who make Isthigfar for him and for all those 
who love him until the Day of Judgement”. We believe that Allah created them from light, we 
don’t know what kind of light, how much light or how it happened. All we know is that their 
claim is false because it didn’t come from the Prophet (abs 4ule at) <4), Also, it shows the 
stupidity and obsession of how almost everything they say comes back to ‘Ali, Fatimah, 
Hasan and Husayn or their Imams. 


Also, they say in a book called ““Wasa’il Shi’a” and “al-Kafi’”, that “Allah gave the duty to 
4000 Angels who are unkempt (not well-groomed), to stay and cry for al-Husayn until the Day 
of Judgement.” Moreover, they say that “There’s nothing in the heavens (Angels) except that, 
they ask Allah to give them permission to visit the grave of al-Husayn.” Then they say, “so 
one group will descend while the other group ascends.” 


In a book called “Ikmal al-Din” and “Bihal al-Anwar’’, they say, “the Angels are our servants 
and servants to those who love us”. This gives us bit of an understanding of the mentality of 
the Rafidah when it comes to the Angels. According to Ahlus-Sunnah, Allah called them, 
“Kiramin Bara’rah”, meaning they’re noble. Here, they’re making them as servants to 
humankind, and that the point they’re created for isn’t to assist humans in worshipping Allah, 
isn’t to be witnesses and testifiers against and for the people of Earth, to them it’s merely to 
serve and be in servitude to ‘Ali and al-Husayn, and the Imams of the Shi’a. 


Also, they mention in “Bihar al-Anwar’’, a ‘hadith’ which says that Jibril made du’ to be a 
servant for their Imams and they said Jibril is our servant. This is Jibril, the Prophet (4) ue 
alu 5 4ule) only saw him twice in his true form and in one of them times, his greatness and size 
covered the whole horizon, and he took the Prophet (als 4ule 40! la) on his Night Journey 
from Makkah to Jerusalem and took him up to the seven heavens where then he stopped. We 
know Jibril took part in battles with the Sahabah, and we know that he bought the revelation to 
all of the Prophets, this is how we view Jibril. The Rafidah view him as a servant to their 
Imams. 


They even say in one of their books that one of the angels refused to accept the authority of 
‘Alt so he had his wing broken, which again shows their twisted beliefs. 


3) Belief in the Books: 


They have something called “Mus’haf Fatimah”, (meaning Qur’an of Fatimah). They say that 
when the Prophet (als 4sle 40 ls) passed away, she became very distraught, so at that time, 
Allah sent an Angel to her as a means to reduce her grief and he would speak with her. So, 
they say she complained to Amir al-Mu’minin, meaning ‘AIt, about this, so he said, “If you 
feel that, that’s happening (this Angel is coming) and you hear the voice, then tell me about 
it.” So, she told him when it happened, so ‘Alt began to write down everything that he heard 
until it became in a Mus’haf. They say there’s nothing about halal and haram in it, but there’s 
knowledge of everything that will happen. 


First of all, they’re attributing revelation to someone other than a Prophet. Not only is that 
dangerous enough, but they’re saying revelation hasn’t stopped yet which shows that they 
don’t believe that the revelation seized with the death of the Prophet (als «ule <i) ls), Also, 
they believe in a Mus’haf other than our Mus’haf and say it has knowledge of everything that 
will happen; only Allah has the knowledge of everything that will happen. So, they’re saying, 
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first having conveyed the knowledge, the Angel would have all the knowledge, then Fatimah, 
then ‘Alt. In some of their main books, in “Usil al-Kafi” and “Bihal al-Anwar’, they say that 
the Mus’ haf of Fatimah is three times as big as the Qur’an and doesn’t contain anything that’s 
in the Qur’an. 


They also have something called ““Lawh Al-Fatimah” (The Tablet of Fatimah). They say this 
was given specifically from the Prophet (als ule <i! ls) to Fatimah during his lifetime, that 
was to do with revelation, but again this is something that’s completely made-up. 

Another thing they do that contradicts the belief in Islam with regards to the Books, is that 
they believe that the Books came down to the 12 Imams they have. They say in a false hadith 
that, “Indeed Allah sent down to ‘Alt, 12 rings and 12 scrolls, each ring had the name of the 
Imam, and his description was in each of the scrolls”. We know the Imams have no revelation 
and no specific knowledge was left behind for anyone after the death of the Prophet (t) le 
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They also mention that all of the heavenly books: the Qur’an, the Injil, the Zabtr and Tawrat, 
all of these in their original forms remain with the Shi’a, and despite the different languages, 
they can read them. This goes against many beliefs in Islam. First, nothing was hidden by the 
Prophet (alu 5 «ule «il ls), everything was passed onto his Ummah. So, they’re accusing the 
Prophet (als 4ule 4! a) of hiding certain things from the Ummah. Secondly, their 
disbelieving in the fact that we know in the Qur’an and the Sunnah that the previous heavenly 
books are distorted, but here they are saying they remain in their original form with these 
Imams. All of this demonstrates their disbelief and disrespect to the Books in Islam. 


4) Belief in the Messengers: 


Much of their beliefs in this pillar is related to the Books as discussed previously. We know 
that the Messengers virtue was that they received Books. However, the Rafidah say that the 
revelation didn’t cease with the death of the Prophet (albus ule ai!) .l4), the revelation continued 
to ‘Ali, Fatimah, and their Imams. 


They also insult the Prophets with regards to the authority of ‘Alt. In one of their narrations in 
“Bihar al-Anwar’, they say that “All of the Prophets were presented with the authority of ‘Ali, 
and all of them accepted it, except for Yiinus (a>! 4ule), so Allah made the whale swallow 
him.” We know the story of Prophet Yinus (a! 4c), but their version of it was that he 
refused to accept ‘Ali being the authority, so Allah punished him. 


Also in their books, they believe that their Imams are better than Prophets because they think 
everything their Prophets received, their Imams received as well like revelation, speaking to 
Angels etc. We know that the Prophet (ales ule atl -lo) was the best of creation, as a group, 
the Prophets were the best of creation, then the Companions and so on but they believe their 
Imams are the best after that. Also, they believe the reason their Imams were given miracles 
were because their miracles are a proof and argument against mankind, that on the Day of 
Judgement, they won’t have any proof against Allah not to be punished. 


We believe as Muslims, that Allah said, 
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“(We sent] messengers as bringers of good tidings and warners so that mankind will have 
no argument against Allah after the messengers.” [4:165] 


We believe by the Messengers bringing the message, it cuts off any possibility of anyone 
saying, “we didn’t know”. They say, Allah’s Hujjah against the creation is the Imams and their 
miracles, thus placing the Imams over the Messengers. 


5) Belief in the Day of Judgement: 


The Rafidah claim that before the Day of Judgement, they’ll be a minor Qiyamah, in which all 
of Shi’a will be raised up, in order to see their Imams while they are alive. They also believe 
that they’1l have their own State at the time as a means to bring happiness to the Rafidah to see 
that they are in control, when they are raised from their graves prior to the Day of Judgement. 
They also say that no one will pass across the Sirat (bridge over Jahannam) except for 
someone who has authority from ‘AI (4i¢ 40) 4) and the only way someone can cross it, is 
by believing in the authority of ‘Ali (ie 40) 2 5), So again, this comes back to the acceptance 
of ‘Alt only, not believing in Allah, not worshipping Allah, not accepting the Messengers, not 
dying in the path of Allah, not spending your whole life serving the Din, it’s accepting the 
authority of ‘Ali (4ic 40) 9), This is similar to what the Christians believe that it doesn’t 
matter what you do, as long as you accept Jesus as your Lord in your heart, everything will be 
fine. 


6) Belief in Qadr: 


As Muslims, we believe that everything comes from Allah, Allah knew everything which 
would happen before it happened, He wrote that it would happen, then He wills it to happen, 
then He creates it. The Rafidah believe that human beings create their own actions, that Allah 
isn’t the Creator of their actions, it’s the humans that create them of their own will. They also 
have many misconceptions or lies about Allah’s knowledge, writing and His will. 


All this is only a short summary of all the truly deviant and absurd beliefs of the Rawafidh 
which everyone must be aware of. We can clearly see, the Rafidah aren’t Muslim, no-one 
could believe any of these things mentioned and still be a Muslim. This is their own religion, 
but it’s attributed to Islam because it was originally from people who deviated from Islam and 
continued to call themselves, Muslim, even though they are not. 


Transcribed from Shaykh Haytham Sayfaddin (4) 44a), 


